
WATER QUALITY DEPARTMENT

PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL MAINTENANCE MEASURES
FOR PROPERTY OWNERS

The City of Laguna Beach Municipal Code requires owners of private sewer laterals to
maintain their lateral in a properly functioning manner. The proper maintenance of a
private sewer lateral is important because the line can clog with roots and grease and
may cause a backup inside a home or business. A spill can also result in public and/or
environmental health concerns.

WHAT IS A PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL?
Every home and business has a pipe that drains wastewater to the public sewer main
line' That pipe is called a private lateral. The main line transporis sewage to the
wastewater plant for treatment.

PROPERTY OWNERS RESPONSIBILITY
Private property owners are responsible for properly operating and maintaining their
private laterals, including the point of connection to the public sewer main line.

GOMMON PRIVATE LATERAL PROBLEMS. Roots growing inside the line. Separation of the pipe joints. Old clay pipe broken. Old cast iron pipe clogged from mineral deposits

SIGNS OF A PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL PROBLEM. Drain backups inside your property. Wet or soggy ground in your yard. Dirty water leaking from cleanouts or outside drains. Unusual odors or sewage spills in or around your property

HOW TO MAINTAIN A FUNCTIONAL SEWER LATERAL
1 Have your sewer lateral video inspected and cleaned routinely as necessary.
? Repair or replace deteriorated or damaged lateral pipes as soon as possible.
3. Do not plant trees or rarge scrubs near sewer raterar'pipes.
4. Never poor grease down a drain. tnstead, pour into a container, let it cool and

place in the trash.

HOW TO ENSURE THAT PRIVATE LATERAL WORK IS PROPERLY COMPLETED1. Obtain more than one written cost estimate.
2. Use a licensed plumber and/or contractor and ask for references.

ATTENTION PLIJMBERS: NOTIFY CITY SEWER PERSONNEL AT (s4g) 497-0765 pRrOR TO
REMOVING TREE/PLAI\IT ROOTS F'ROM PRIVATE SEWER LATERALS
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3. Make sure the written repair cost estimate includes a detailed description of the
proposed work and time frame to get the work completed.

4. Make sure the proposed work in the estimate meets all applicable City codes and
Building Code, California Plumbing Code, and Standard Specifications for Public
Works Construction .Green Book" Section 500 requirements and standards. For
links to the applicable City codes and requirements, see wr,ryw.clbwq.net and
search keyword "private lateral.''

5. Review inspection video with the plumber and require a copy as part of the job.

NOTIFY CITY WHEN CLEANING PRIVATE LATERALS
One of the most important steps your plumber can take is to notify the City when
cleaning out private laterals. Plant and tree roots cleaned from private sewer laterals
have the potential of washing down into City sewer mains, thereby clogging the system
resulting in spills. lt is necessary for City personnel to be on scene to prevent cut roots
from entering the City's sewer main. Therefore, plumbers should alwavs notifv the City
Wastewater Division prior to cutting roots out of private laterals. Plumbers should call
(949) 497-0765 to notify the City. Please note that South Laguna is served by the South
Coast Water District at (9a9) 499-4555.

For other questions about private property sewer lateral maintenance measures, call the
City of Laguna Beach Wastewater Division at (949) 497-0765.
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