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CEQA Provisions Affecting Preservation of C-Rated Structures

The following provisions relating to Laguna’s C-rated properties being considered historical resources under
CEQA are from 2014 CEQA Statute and Guidelines , published by the Association of Environmental
Professionals, pages 133-134 and page 251. Relevant sections are marked in blue.
Section 15064.5(a)(4) authorizes local agencies to designate entities having only local value to be under CEQA
protections; 15064.5(b)(1) and (4) define adverse environmental impacts and authorize local agencies to
implement standards for governing alterations to a local historic resource with locally developed standards rather
than using the Secretary of the Interior standards; and Section 15355 addresses cumulative effects.

15064.5. DETERMINING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF IMPACTS TO ARCHEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL
RESOURCES
.

(a)

For purposes of this section, the term “historical resources” shall include the following:

.

(1) A

resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission, for listing
in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code §5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850
et seq.).

.

(2) A

resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in section 5020.1(k) of the Public
Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the requirements
section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally
significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of
evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant.

.

(3) Any

object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency determines to
be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic,
agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California may be considered to
be an historical resource, provided the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence
in light of the whole record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be
“historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of
Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code §5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852) including the following:

.

(A)

Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
California’s history and cultural heritage;

.

(B)

Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

.

(C)

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or
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(D)

.
.

(4) The

.

(b)

Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, not included in a local register of historical resources (pursuant to section 5020.1(k)
of the Public Resources Code), or identified in an historical resources survey (meeting the criteria in
section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code) does not preclude a lead agency from determining that
the resource may be an historical resource as defined in Public Resources Code sections 5020.1(j) or
5024.1.

A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical
resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.

.

(1)

Substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource means physical demolition,
destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that the
significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.

.

(2)

The significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project:
(A)

.

Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in,
or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; or

(B)

Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that
account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of
the Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical resources survey meeting the
requirements of section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the resource
is not historically or culturally significant; or
(C) Demolishes

or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for
inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for
purposes of CEQA.
.

(3)

Generally, a project that follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic
Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (1995), Weeks and Grimmer, shall be considered as mitigated to a
level of less than a significant impact on the historical resource.

.

(4)

A lead agency shall identify potentially feasible measures to mitigate significant adverse changes in the
significance of an historical resource. The lead agency shall ensure that any adopted measures to
mitigate or avoid significant adverse changes are fully enforceable through permit conditions,
agreements, or other measures.

.

(5)

When a project will affect state-owned historical resources, as described in Public Resources Code Section
5024, and the lead agency is a state agency, the lead agency shall consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer as provided in Public Resources Code Section 5024.5. Consultation should be
coordinated in a timely fashion with the preparation of environmental documents.
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15355. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
“Cumulative impacts” refers to two or more individual effects which, when considered together, are
considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts.
.

(a)

The individual effects may be changes resulting from a single project or a number of separate projects.

.

(b)

The cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment which results from the
incremental impact of the project when added to other closely related past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable probable future projects. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but
collectively significant projects taking place over a period of time.

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21083(b), Public Resources
Code; Whitman v. Board of Supervisors, 88 Cal. App. 3d 397, San Franciscans for Reasonable Growth v. City
and County of San Francisco (1984) 151 Cal. App. 3d 61, Formerly Section 15023.5.
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