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FESTIVAL OF ARTS SOUND CONTROL PLAN 

Applicable to “Premises” Defined in Second Amended and Restated Lease dated October 23, 

2014 between the City of Laguna Beach and Festival of Arts of Laguna Beach (the “Lease”) 

 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1. It is the purpose of this Festival of Arts Sound Control Plan (“Sound Control Plan”) to 

provide as quiet an environment as is possible for those neighbors surrounding the Irvine 

Bowl (the “Bowl”) and to be compatible with continued performances. Specifically, by 

implementation of the Sound Control Plan, it is intended to limit the level of intrusive 

noise at exterior residential living spaces in proximity to the Bowl.  

1.2. It is also the purpose of this Sound Control Plan to establish the optimal method of Bowl 

operation for minimum noise. This Sound Control Plan is intended for the sole purpose of 

providing sound control at and around the Bowl.  

 

2. RESPONSIBILITIES 

The City Council of Laguna Beach (“City Council”) and the Irvine Bowl Policy Committee 

(“Committee”) shall be responsible for providing a comprehensive sound control plan at the Bowl. 

The Festival of Arts of Laguna Beach (“Festival”) shall be responsible for the following: 

2.1. Provide a Sound Control Officer with sound monitoring and related equipment and 

monitor each scheduled performance. 

2.2. Prepare a written report at the conclusion of each performance (Section 7.2 Sound Level 

Compliance Reports). 

2.3. Review the report for enforcement of this Sound Control Plan. 

2.4. Determine liquidated damages (Section 9.0). 

2.5. Assess artists and collect liquidated damages. 

2.6. Retain and keep on file all performances reports for a minimum of three (3) years. 

 

3. DEFINITIONS 

All terminology used in this Sound Control Plan, not defined below, shall be in conformance with 

applicable publications of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). The terms defined 

below are for use within this Sound Control Plan document only. 

3.1. Ambient noise level:  

The composite of noise from all sources near and far. In this context, the ambient noise 

level constitutes the normal or existing level of environmental noise at a given location 

when the Bowl is not in operation. 

3.2. Daytime:  

The hours between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. the same day. 
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3.3. City Council:  

Shall mean the Laguna Beach City Council or authorized representative. 

3.4. Conclusion of the Performance and Conclude: 

Shall mean all amplification equipment shall be turned off. 

3.5. Irvine Bowl Policy Committee:  

Shall have the same meaning in the Lease. For ease of reference, the Irvine Bowl Policy 

Committee or Committee consists of four members (collectively, the “Members”). Two of 

the Members shall be members or and appointed by the City Council (together, the “City 

Members”) and two of the Members shall be members of and appointed by the Festival’s 

Board of Directors (together, the “Festival Members”).    

3.6. Bowl Manager:  

A representative of the Festival who shall be employed by the Festival for purposes of 

managing the Bowl.  

3.7. Decibel (dB):  

A unitless measure of sound, expressed on a logarithmic scale and with respect to a defined 

reference sound pressure. The standard reference pressure is 20 micropascals (20 uPa).  

3.8. A-Weighted Decibel (dBA):  

An overall frequency-weighted sound level in decibels that approximates the frequency 

response of the human ear.  

3.9. Equivalent Continuous Noise Level (LEQ); also called the Energy-Equivalent Noise 

Level:  

The value of an equivalent, steady sound level which, in a stated time period (often over 

an hour) and at a stated location, has the same A-weighted sound energy as the time-

varying sound. Thus, the Leq metric is a single numerical value that represents the 

equivalent amount of variable sound energy received by a receptor over the specified 

duration. 

3.10. Intrusive Noise:  

That noise which intrudes over and above the existing ambient noise at a given location. 

The relative intrusiveness of a sound depends upon its amplitude, duration, frequency, and 

time of occurrence, and tonal or information content as well as the prevailing ambient 

noise level. 

3.11. Nighttime:  

The hours between dusk and 9 a.m. the following day. 

3.12. Noise:  

Any sound which annoys or disturbs human beings or which causes or tends to cause an 

adverse psychological or physiological effect on human beings. 

3.13. Sound amplification equipment:  
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Any device used for the amplification of the human voice, music, or any other sound 

associated with performance at and around the Bowl.  

3.14. Sound Control Officer:  

A representative of the Festival who shall be hired by the Festival and who shall be 

knowledgeable in the operation of the sound level monitoring equipment. Festival may 

collect an application fee from applicants to cover the cost of the sound control officer. 

3.15. Sound level meter: 

An instrument, including a microphone, an amplifier, an output meter or recording device, 

and frequency weighting network for the measurement of sound level, which satisfies the 

requirements for Type S2A meters, as set forth in the American National Standards 

Institute specifications for sound level meters, Si.4-1971, or the most recent revision 

thereof. 

3.16. Mixer Board:  

That physical location where the performance activities are activated and monitored for 

sound and light. This location is also known as the “Front of House” location. 

3.17. Bowl Management:  

The City Council, Irvine Bowl Policy Committee, and Festival and their authorized 

representatives. 

 

4. NOISE MEASUREMENT PROCEDURE 

4.1. Monitor site: The sound level shall be measured at locations identified near the 

Neighborhood Sound Boundary identified in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference, in at least two (2) locations identified by Festival. 

4.2. Measurement period: Sound level measurements shall be started and recorded during a 

performance at the Bowl in the following manner: 

4.2.1. Ambient noise levels shall be monitored no less than fifteen (15) minutes before a 

scheduled performance. 

4.2.2. At the start of the schedule performance and for continuous measurement periods 

of one hour or portion therefor until the entire performance is completed. 

4.3. Calibration: Calibration of the sound level meter shall be performed immediately prior to 

the measurement of sound levels by use of an acoustic calibrator. Recalibration shall be 

accomplished at the end of the performance.  

 

5. SOUND LEVEL LIMITS 

5.1. Sound level limits:  

5.1.1. Festival shall not operate the Bowl or permit the Bowl to be operated in a manner 

which causes the sound level when measured at the monitoring sites to exceed the 

following sound level limit:  
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Sound Level Limit 

75 dBA Leq (one hour) 

5.1.2. The sound level limit above shall apply to all performances. 

5.1.2.1. Exception: Pageant of the Masters performances.  

5.2. Nighttime concerts: 

5.2.1. Nighttime performances, Monday through Thursday, shall conclude no later than 9 

p.m.  

5.2.2. Nighttime performances on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday shall conclude no later 

than 10 p.m.  

5.2.2.1. Exception: Pageant of the Masters performances.  

5.3. Daytime concerts:  

5.3.1. No daytime performance shall be permitted to begin prior to 9 a.m. on any day of 

the week. 

5.3.1.1. Exception: Pageant of the Master performances. 

5.4. Live Auctions must conclude by 8 p.m. 

5.5. Sound amplification equipment checks and sound tests: Sound amplifications equipment 

shall not be checked and no sound tests performed prior to 11 a.m. on any day of the week. 

 

6. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MONITOR AND BOWL 

Communications shall be established between the Sound Control Officer monitoring the sound 

levels and the artist’s employee responsible for operation of the mixer board at the Front of House 

location at all times during the performance(s). The Bowl Management shall take remedial action 

as required to maintain or reduce the sound levels. 

 

7. IMPLEMENTATION 

7.1. Sound Level Compliance Report (Exhibit “B”).  

7.1.1. A Sound Level Compliance Report detailing methods utilized for sound control 

including equipment specifications as well as procedural details has been developed 

and approved by the City Council. 

7.1.2. All sound level monitoring shall be conducted by a Sound Control Officer, 

representing the Festival. 

7.2. Reports 

7.2.1. The Festival designated Sound Control Officer shall prepare a report covering the 

noise monitoring activity of a performance within five (5) working days after the 

performance to the Irvine Bowl Policy Committee (example report shown as 

Exhibit “B”). 
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7.3. Access 

7.3.1. One City of Laguna Beach representative shall have reasonable access to, at, and 

around the Bowl during any performance for purposes of determining that the 

Sound Control Plan is being carried out according to design. 

7.4. Sound level monitoring equipment: 

7.4.1. Festival or a Festival hired consultant shall obtain standard commercial sound 

monitoring equipment and all other equipment items necessary to implement this 

Sound Control Plan. Festival may collect an application fee from artists to cover 

these costs. Sound monitoring equipment shall include, but not be limited to items 

such as the following: 

7.4.1.1.Community Noise Level Analyzer capable of the measurement, by direct 

readout on a continuous basis of dBA Leq (one hour). 

7.4.1.2.Acoustic Calibrator.  

7.4.2. All costs for onsite monitoring personnel and offsite reviewing shall be assumed by 

Festival. Festival may collect an application fee from artists to cover these costs. 

 

8. NOTICE OF VIOLATION:  

If the requirements of Section 5.0 (SOUND LEVEL LIMITS) have not been met for a 

performance, the Sound Control Officer shall issue a “Notice of Violation” to Festival. Such 

notice shall include liquidated damages as determined by Section 9.0 (LIQUIDATED 

DAMAGES). Such damages shall be included and paid by the artist at time of performance 

settlement costs. 

 

9. LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  

City and Festival agree that it is extremely difficult to ascertain the amount of damages in the 

event sound level limits are exceeded. Accordingly, the artist shall pay to the Festival, as 

liquidated damages and not a penalty, the following amount as liquidated damages: 

Liquidated Damages (“LD”) = A + B 

A = Damages for exceeding time restrictions 

 B= Damages for exceeding decibel limits (during any one period of the show) 

A = $250 (1-3 minutes over show); $750 (3-6 minutes over show); $1,000 (6-10 minutes 

over show); $2,500 (10 minutes over show); $5,000 (more than 10 minutes over show) 

B = $800 if non-compliance measurement period or any part thereof exceeds the allowable 

by 3 dB(A).  

Said LD amount represents a reasonable attempt to assess such damages, and shall be deposited 

with Festival for improvements at the Bowl. 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

(Neighborhood Sound Boundary and Sound Monitor Sites) 

 

 

Figure 1: Neighborhood Sound Boundary 
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EXHIBIT “B” 

(Sound Level Compliance Report) 

The sound levels of the subject concert were monitored by [insert consulting firm] for the [insert 

artist performance] on [insert date]. 

The sound monitoring equipment consisted of [insert noise analyzer]. 

DATA 

The sound level limit was set at 75 dBA Leq (one hour). The following sound levels were 

established at the subject concert: 

Monitoring Site #1 

Time Measurement 

Period 

Performers dBA Leq Compliance 

     

     

     

     

Monitoring Site #2 

Time Measurement 

Period 

Performers dBA Leq Compliance 

     

     

     

     

Monitoring Site #3 

Time Measurement 

Period 

Performers dBA Leq Compliance 
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Concert ended at [insert time]. 

DISCUSSION: 

[Insert discussion of compliance and noncompliance and graphic depicting the percentage of time 

exceeding certain decibel limits.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


