ARTS COMMISSION & CULTURAL ARTS
2023 - YEAR IN REVIEW

Public Arts Coordinator: Karen Wood joined the Cultural Arts
Department’ as the Public Art Coordinator.

Arts Commissioners: Austin Barrow, Michael Ray, and Carl Smith
joined the City as newly appointed Arts Commissioners.

Youth Art Advisory Board: The inaugural Board (2022-23)
facilitated the creation and installation of a temporary pop-up
art experience at the Promenade on Forest on May 4 and 5.
Charley Jerabek, Hannah Miller, and Lucy Pina were appointed to
Youth Arts Advisory Board for 2023-24 to continue advocacy for
and provide input to the Arts Commission regarding youth
involvement in the arts and potential programming.
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EXH|B|T|ONS & COMPETl'HONS Pop-up Flower Installation, Promenade on Forest

The City’s Cultural Arts programs directly engaged a total of 243 visual artists.

City Hall Exhibitions: City Hall hosted exhibitions in its first-floor
hallway gallery by the following local organizations: Laguna College of
Art & Design Masters Program; the Artist Fund at Festival of Arts;
Community Art Project; Laguna Plein Air Painters Association; and
Festival of Arts Permanent Collection.

Art That's Small: The 21st annual small art exhibition featured 60 entries
by local artists and was juried by noted artists Jacques Garnier, Tamara
Nelson, and Patrick Whelan.

Judith Haron, 2023 Art That’s Small
2rd Place and Youth Art Selection Winner

Children’s Holiday Palettes: Palette designs are
accepted from artists ages 5-17 through mid-
November. The Commission received 128 design
submissions and selected twelve designs which were
recognized by the City Council and display at City Hall
in December 2023.

2023 Childrens Holiday Palette Entries

Winter Beach, Kinsley Long, Age 10


https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=17169&t=638369479566130000

Holiday Palette Competition: The Arts Commission selected
palette designs by Colleen Corbett, Jennifer Griffiths, India
Hynes, and Marcel Mead, from 15 total entries. The selected
completed palettes have been added to the City's temporary
collection and are displayed in front of City Hall through the

2023 holiday season. 2023 Selected Holiday Palettes

Outdoor Banners: The Arts Commission selected designs by
Thomas Clark, Wendy Duong, Lovisa Kjerrgren, and Tatyana
Zen from the thirty-eight designs submitted.

2023 Selected Outdoor Banners
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HorlidayjPaIett'e design by Marcel Mead

Mini Banners: With recommendations from the Youth Art
Advisory Board, the Arts Commission selected designs by
Thomas Clark and Anne Girtz from thirteen designs
submitted.

Council Chamber Banners: The Arts Commission selected
designs by Bill Atkins, Carole Boller, Erika Bradberry, and Al
Esquerra from the seventeen designs submitted. The new
designs were installed in the Council Chambers in
November.

2023 Selected Council Chamber Banners

Banner Video: Staff is currently working with
videographer Rick Graves to create a video to serve as a
documentation of the program and assist applicants in
understanding the process, challenges, and rewards of
creating outdoor banners. Artist Al Esquerra and Arts
Commissioner Suzi Chauvel will be featured, providing
their voices and perspectives to the project. The
anticipated completion date of the video is February 2024.

Mini-banner designs by Thomas Clark

Annual Banner Maintenance and/or Deaccession:
After the impact of Hurricane Hilary, the Arts
Commiission found four banners in need of restoration
and returned them to originating artists to refurbish:
Michael Phillips (2015), Yvette LaPayese (2016), Ron
Geisman (2019), and Noel Lahley (2022). Unfortunately,
two were deemed damaged beyond repair and have
been deaccessioned from the City Collection: Hedy
Buzan (1997) and Al Esquerra (2013).

Juried Fine Art: The 17th annual exhibition was juried
by local artist Gerard Stripling (2023 LBAA Artist of the
Year) and featured 29 artworks by Orange County

artists.
2023 Juried Fine Art Catalogue

Ella the Fierce, Mika Denny, Juired Fine Art 1st Place


https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16756&t=638326269917800000
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=14512&t=638143937076500000
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16415&t=638301260952530000
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16609&t=638313380215800000

PERFORMANCES

Mariea Antoinette, Sunset Serenades

The City's Cultural Arts programs directly engaged a total of 271
performance artists with an estimated total audience attendance
of 12,700.

Music in the Park: Seven concerts were held at Bluebird Park in
July and August featuring Adaawe, Alligator Beach, Always Adele,
the Lao Tizer Band, Scott Bruce as Elvis, The Neil Deal, and Wild
Child. The estimated total audience attendance was 6,800.

Sunset Serenades: Evening concerts were held at the Heisler Park
Amphitheater Fridays in May and September featuring Alma Nova
Duo, Mariea Antoinette, Ryan Heflin, Tambourine Man, Las Colibri,
Pacific Opera Project, Jodi Siegel, and Brad Wilson. The estimated
total audience attendance was 2,800

World Music Series: Evening concerts were held at the Heisler
Park Amphitheater on three Fridays in June, featuring culturally
distinct performances by Dylan’s Steel Band, Firebird Ensemble,
and Twanguero. The estimated total attendance was 1,100.

Stage on Forest: The Stage on Forest continues to serve as a downtown venue for live music Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday evenings at the Promenade on Forest. A total of 133 live music performances were held on the stage at the

Promenade featuring a diversity of music genres.

Band on the Bus: In recognition of World Arts Day, on April 15, the Band on the Bus music program toured stops in
North Laguna, Heisler Park, and Laguna Canyon, featuring local musician Jason Feddy.

Circus Bella: The one-ring circus group Circus Bella returned to Bluebird Park for performances of their 2023
program, “Bananas,” on June 10. The estimated total attendance was 900.

Circus Bella, Bluebird Park

Band on the Bus Tommy Benson, Stage on Forest



NEW PERFORMANCE COLLABORATIONS

Symphony on the Go!: The Arts Commission hosted a free concert from
Pacific Symphony’s brass quintet at the Heisler Park Amphitheater on &
October 6 thanks to a grant by Orange County Supervisor Katrina Foley. The §
estimated attendance was 400. ‘

Pacific Opera Project: The Commission hosted a performance of “Pirates of
Penzance” by Pacific Opera Project at Bluebird Park on May 13. The
attendance was not as hoped but was well received by those in attendance.

PUBLIC ART

The Commission approved 16 public art installations in 2023, nine of which were

installed on private property. ~#58 : Xegtis
Pacific Opera Project

Permanent Installations: The City Council and Art Commission approved
a public art project for an inlaid mural for the new pedestrian bridge
constructed as part of the repair of the Laguna Canyon Storm Channel.
The Arts Commission unanimously approved a design by Beau Stanton, a
graduate of Laguna College of Art and Design, to install the more than
3,600 piece tile mural, “Coalescence

Temporary Murals and Sculptures: The City completed seven temporary
sculpture and mural installations in 2023 at multiple locations including
Alta Laguna Park and City Hall Lawn.

- On-Going Calls for Artists: The City is currently holding an open call-for-
\ 3 artists for temporary installation proposals for Heisler Park.
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Coalescence, Beau Stanton

Public Art Restoration: At the direction of the Arts Commission,
this year the Cultural Arts Department formalized the annual
Public Art Maintenance program. A total of thirty-six public art
pieces were cleaned and refurbished this year.

Inquire Within, Joel Stockdill and Yustina Salnikova

| There are thirty identified temporary Public Art
. Murals within the City. The Arts Commission
reviewed a staff report on the condition of each of
' the artworks and recommended future action
/ " » regarding restoration and exhibition periods
Streamline, Larry Gill and Gavin Heath, Forest Ave and Beach St which will update the collection.




Red Telephone Booth: Local artists Candice Brokenshire and Julie Setterholm
transformed the telephone booth on Forest Avenue with their temporary
installation “We Need to Talk". The artists also initiated a social media page
for the installation to serve as a discussion forum and engage the community
about Laguna Beach’s art and culture.

OTHER PROGRAMS

Arts & Economic Prosperity Report: The City participated in its fourth
consecutive “Arts & Economic Prosperity Report” which is undertaken every
five years. City staff Commissioners, local organizations, and volunteers
collected surveys for Americans for the Arts’ sixth economic impact study of
the nonprofit arts and culture industry in the United States. The research was
conducted in 2022-23 as the nation continued its emergence from the COVID
19 pandemic. The recently released report for Laguna Beach shows the
resilience of Arts organizations who have pivoted in response and generated
$88.3 million in economic activity supporting 1,878 full-time equivalent jobs.

Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 Report

Artistic Innovation Grants: The Arts Commission initiated a new program to
support local artists who push the boundaries of creative expression, anchor
our community, and advance the creative field. Grants were awarded to
Monica Prado, Andrew Corradini and Hedy Buzan.
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weneedtotalklb surprised and glad that the box was given
a ribbon for #worldaidsday As someone who grew up
within a community that was impacted by this epidemic
today has gravity @candice.b #wntt

We Need to Talk featured for World AIDS Day

Cultural Arts Funding: $320,000 was distributed to 22 organizations to realize their potential and for providing arts

programming in Laguna Beach.

Cultural Arts Funding Grant Distributions

from the disease.

Online Cultural Arts Calendar: In partnership with Stu
News and Laguna Beach Arts Alliance, the City continues
to maintain and update an online calendar of local arts and
culture events and opportunities.

World AIDS Day: Ribbons are placed on public artworks
downtown annually on December 1 to raise awareness of
AIDS and HIV and commemorate those who have died

Laguna Plein Air Painters Association

Las Colibri, World Music Series Cultural Arts Funding Grant recipient organization


https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=16989
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=15243&t=638230295218470000

