Aliso Creek Estuary Restoration Plan
Environmental Impact Report (EIR
Public Scoping Meeting




® Introductions

® Scoping Meeting Agenda
® Project Overview
® EIR Process Overview
® Scoping comments

* Opportunities to Stay Involved

Aliso Creek Estuary Restoration Plan
k EIR Scoping Meeting

INFORMAT| g

W Please do gy

i o, !
. Creek contgins uthan | “
; lunm‘f_and may contain | | [
haumna.Enmaﬂmay i
S L

| cause iliness.
i

1 . For furthar information:

_i pwiocheachinfo.com
{714) 433-6419 - Health Care Agency - Water Qsolity
(049) 923-2283 - OC Parks




Meeting Purpose
° Begin EIR process

° Notify agencies and interested members of the community
® Provide an overview of the proposed Project and CEQA

pI‘OCGSS

® Request community input on the scope of the EIR

(e.g., environmental issues to be studied)

¢ Inform the community about future oppor tunities to provide

input and stay involved

Aliso Creek Estuary Restoration Plan
\ EIR Scoping Meeting 1.21.26 /




{:

Scoping Meeting Goals

¢ Inform the community about EIR process

° Identify key resource areas to be analyzed in EIR
® Present the EIR schedule

® Provide opportunity for Community participation

® Solicit public input on EIR scope

® Potential environmental impacts

® Potential alternatives and mitigation measures

® Ensure early community input is addressed in EIR
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EIR Process Overview

NOP Comment Period/ Scoping Meetings
(Ends on February 14, 2026)

Public Draft EIR Released

(45-day comment period and public meetings)

Response to Comments and Final EIR Released

Final EIR and Project Considered by City Decisionmakers

(Planning Commission and City Council Hearings)
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Project Site

Site Acreage
Approximately 10 acres

Land Use/Zoning
PRP — Public Recreation and Parks
REC — Recreation Zone

Aliso Beach Park

Located within the Coastal Zone

1,500 linear feet of Aliso Creek (including
adjacent steep, vegetated banks, beginning at
the confluence of the estuary with the Pacific
Ocean)

Bisected by the Coast Highway, which creates a
beach front portion and an inland portion of the
park
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Project Site (Cont.

SOUTH COAST WATER DISTRICT
EXISTING FACIITY

SOUTH COAST WATER DISTRICT MAINTENANCE,
SERVICE & PARKING AREA
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Project Description

e Restoration the Aliso Creek Estuary from its current condition to

a healthy, functional ecosystem.

® Removal of the existing surface parking lot and associated artificial
fill, widening the channelized watercourse, and restoring the

estuary’s natural connection to the ocean.

® New, upgraded park facilities designed to provide public
opportunities to experience the restored ecosystem in a
wilderness park setting (e.g., interpretive loop trail, seating and

viewing areas, pedestrian bridge, and an overlook area).

® Multi-modal mobility hub, consistent with citywide visitor

mobility strategies.
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Basic Purpose of CEQA and EIR

® Inform decision makers and the community of potential for

significant environmental impacts

® Identity ways to avoid or significantly reduce impacts with
mitigation

® Identity alternatives to prevent significant avoidable damage to the
environment

® Foster community participation 1n planning process

® Disclose the reasons behind agency decision—making for approval

of projects
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Aesthetics

Air Quality

Biological Resources
Cultural Resources
Geology and Soils
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Hazards and Hazardous
Materials

Resource Areas to be Analyzed

The Initial Study ( IS ) provides a preliminary discussion and a
description of the scope qf the analysis to be provided in the EIR.
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Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Noise

Recreation

Transportation

Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities and Service Systems

Project Alternatives and

Cumulative Impacts
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Project EIR Timeline

Winter/ Spring Late Summer/Fall 2026
2026 Public Review of Draft
EIR Scoping EIR
Spring / Summer 2026
Rel Draft EIR
cleéase Dra Late Fall 2026
Planning
Commission
Hearing to

consider the
Project and
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Scoping Comments

® Receive public comments on:
® Technical issues to address in the EIR

* Appropriate range of alternatives to evaluate in the EIR

¢ Comments should focus on the potential
environmental impacts of the proposed Project
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How to Submit Written Comments

* Written Comments due by Friday, February 14, 2026
e Fill out comment card and leave it with City staff tonight

® Submit email or letter to:

Ms. Shaveta Sharma, Senior Planner
Community Development Department
City of Laguna Beach

505 Forest Avenue

Laguna Beach, CA 92651

E-mail:
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Opportunities to Stay Involved

® Public Scoping Comments- Thru February 14, 2026

® Draft EIR Release- Summer 2026

® Draft EIR 45-Day Public Comment Period- Summer/Fall 2026
® Meeting to take comments on Draft EIR- Summer/Fall 2026

° Planning Commission Hearing- Late Fall 2026

Documents (including a copy of the NOP and this public scoping
meeting presentation) will be available at:
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Thank you for attending!

City Staff Contact for EIR:
Shaveta Sharma, Senior Planner

ssharma@lagunabeachcity. net
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