May 14, 2026

California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

RE: Petition 2023-24dMPA_AM Expansion of the Laguna Beach No Take SMCA
Commission Members:

On behalf of the City of Laguna Beach, I would like to thank the Fish and Game Commission, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the many State agencies, partners, and stakeholders involved in
preparing the Marine Protected Area decadal review. The City appreciates the substantial effort dedicated
to this process and values the meaningful opportunities that were provided for local agencies, community
stakeholders, and interested parties to participate in discussions regarding the long-term management of
California’s marine resources.

As the Commission is aware, the State received Petition 2023-24MPA_AM during the decadal review
process. The petition proposed expanding the Laguna Beach no take State Marine Conservation Area to the
City’s southern jurisdictional boundary.

The City of Laguna Beach would like to acknowledge the significant time, effort, and dedication
demonstrated by Laguna Bluebelt throughout this process. We are fortunate to have organizations and
advocates that are deeply committed to the long-term stewardship of the marine environment, and we
appreciate their continued engagement and participation in the public process.

Following extensive local review, public participation, and deliberation, the Laguna Beach City Council
determined at its May 12, 2026 meeting that the City concurs with the published findings and evaluation
prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding Petition 2023-24MPA_AM.

The City also respectfully requests that, following completion of the current decadal review process, the
Commission consider conducting an after-action evaluation of the review framework and overall process
to help inform future decadal reviews. We believe such an effort would provide a valuable opportunity to
identify procedural improvements, evaluate stakeholder engagement approaches, and strengthen
coordination moving forward.

We further requests that any such review include participation from local agencies through the MPA
Collaborative Network. While the management of Marine Protected Areas is appropriately a State
responsibility, many of the policy discussions and community impacts associated with MPA management
are experienced and debated most directly at the local level. The City would welcome the opportunity to
share its experience and observations should a future process evaluation occur.
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Thank you again to the Commission and State staff for their continued dedication to balancing public
interests while preserving California’s extraordinary coastal and marine resources for future generations.

Sincerely,

Dave Kiff

City Manager

City of Laguna Beach
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