


























































































From: katew.clark@verizon.net
To: Jung, Wendy CD
Subject: FW: Suggested Additions to the DSP
Date: Friday, November 22, 2019 11:12:37 AM

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of City of Laguna Beach -- DO NOT CLICK on links
or open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Wendy,
I just discovered that this email I sent Wednesday afternoon prior to the Planning Commission
did not make it out of my email box.  While I testified that evening to its general contents,
perhaps this more detailed account will make it easier to determine just what I was
attempting to say in the reduced time-frame we were allotted.
 
Kate Clark
Professor of English, Emerita
(949) 376-9882
kclark1@alumni.uci.edu
 
From:  kclark1@alumni.uci.edu
To:  wjung@lagunabeachcity.net
Sent:  Wednesday, November 18, 2019 5:12 PM
Subject:  Suggested Additions to the DSP
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission and City Staff:
 
I would like to suggest what may appear to be minor additions to the current draft of the Downtown Specific Plan.  I am referring to the
Special Findings elements appearing in other drafts that appear to have been dropped from those now appearing on page 167.  While they
may appear to be minor, if added they would provide continuity and historical intent now missing.  Such clarification seems essential for
future policy-makers. 
 
As regards Special Finding, Two-Story and Three Story Buildings, in addition to the first you have before  you, we’d add the following:
 
2.  The project minimizes massing adjacent to the roads by stepping taller portions of buildings away from  the road.
3.   The project emphasizes the pedestrian orientation and character of the Central Business District.
 
In addition, we would like to see added a Special Finding now clearly missing—a “G,” if not an insertion after “E.” The draft now lacks a
special finding for any consolidation proposal. 
 
G.  Special Finding:  Consolidation of lots over 5000 square feet. 

1.  The project should require a CUP.
2.   The project includes a desirable public benefit uses.
3.   The project minimizes massing adjacent to the roads by stepping taller portions of buildings away from the road.
4. The project emphasizes the pedestrian orientation and character historically established in the central business district and does

not adversely affect the public views of the beach ocean and hillsides.
5. The project should retain an impression of individual structures on individual lots, thereby reducing the appearance of scale and

massing. 

 
I ask you to consider these additions as providing clarity and direction for years to come.
 
Kate Clark
Katherine W. Clark
Professor of English, Emerita
(949) 376-9882
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