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Topic 10: Civic Art District

Goal: Ensure that planning for the downtown enhances the
distinct qualities of the Civic Art District.

Issue Statements and Discussion:

Building on the City's identity as an arts community, the
Civic Art District is a cultural center for the City. The Civic
Art District should be celebrated and enhanced.
Establishment of this District provides a unique opportunity
for planning the main entrance to the City and for
integrating the multiple arts uses into a coherent vision.

The Civic Art District covers the northernmost area of the
Downtown Specific Plan. This area, covering approximately
45 acres, extends from the northerly side of Third Street out
to the Boys and Girls Club on Laguna Canyon Road, and
includes the Festival of Arts grounds.

Properties within the District are both publicly and privately
owned. In addition to the City Hall complex, these
properties include the Village Entrance site, the Festival of
the Arts and Irvine Bowl, the Laguna Playhouse, and the
Art-A-Fair and Sawdust Festival grounds. There are six
additional properties that support a variety of uses including
an artist live/work development, a mixed-use commercial
center, artist studios and a graphic arts company.

The Village Entrance site, located at the junction of Laguna
Canyon Road, Broadway, and Forest Avenue, forms the
cornerstone to the Civic Art District. The Village Entrance
site is perhaps the most visible property in the district, but in
its present condition, the site presents an opportunity and
limits pedestrian movement to the north end of town. The
Village Entrance site presents a unique opportunity to
incorporate new buildings tucked into the hillside, as well as
a parking deck to serve downtown. This site has the
potential to serve as a pedestrian link between the Civic Art
District, the downtown core, and much needed consolidated
parking for the Laguna Beach area.
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The Civic Art District is distinctive from other areas of the
downtown. Physically, the area is marked by the steep
hillside slopes of Laguna Canyon and Laguna Canyon Road
which is a wide, busy State highway that generates high
noise levels and inhibits pedestrian movement between the
art festival sites, the Village Entrance site and the main
downtown activity center. Additional constraints to
development include the flood control channel, the frontage
road and an overall lack of sidewalks and parking. Existing
development is less intense than in other areas of the
downtown.

The Civic Art District is the cultural center of Laguna
Beach. The Village Entrance site, at the heart of the District,
should also continue to serve as the central parking and
drop-off point for the District's cultural facilities and
businesses. From this point, pedestrian walkways have
potential to reach throughout the District and link with the
City's downtown allowing residents and visitors to stroll to
various points of interest. The existing flood channel could
possibly be covered and chain-link fences removed to make
way for these pedestrian facilities. Public art should be
included anywhere that is possible and should be influenced
and inspired by the culture of the Civic Art District and
Laguna Beach. These public areas and walkways should be
enhanced with lighting. Driver and pedestrian safety should
be enhanced and access improved with an addition of a
traffic signal and a pedestrian crosswalk at the entrance to
Laguna Canyon Frontage Road.

The Village Entrance site should allow convenient parking
for visitors to the Civic Art District and the downtown. The
design of the Village Entrance will invite and entice those
traveling on Laguna Canyon Road to stop and enjoy the
cultural and recreational offerings in the District as well as
in the downtown area. A parking deck with appropriate
access has potential to provide convenient ingress and
egress to Laguna Canyon Road and Forest Avenue, and will
assist in relieving traffic congestion in the downtown area.
A pedestrian bridge linking the north and south sides of
Laguna Canyon Road would allow safe and convenient
access to all attractions within the District.
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Topic 10 Policies -

1.

Encourage the extension of pedestrian activity
further north along Forest Avenue, Ocean Avenue
and Broadway connecting the Village Entrance site
and Civic Art District, and providing an important
link between festival areas and the central
downtown.

Encourage the use of public art in the right of way
that reflects the arts culture of the Civic Art District,
and incorporates the valuable resource of local
artists.

Develop a master plan for the Village Entrance site,
which includes pedestrian circulation, parking,
lighting and landscaping. Limit any permanent
development on the site until such a plan is adopted,
especially with regard to possible conflicts with
pedestrian or landscaped linkages.

Establish building height limits at the Village
Entrance site that relate to the scale of the
surrounding topography and that encourage cultural
and arts-related uses. Additional building height
should not detract from the diversity of building
styles, maintenance of the pedestrian atmosphere, or
the village atmosphere that characterize the Central
Business District.
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Topic 11: Central Bluffs

Goal: Ensure that planning for the downtown addresses the
special problems of the Central Bluffs.

Issue Statements and Discussion:

The Central Bluffs unique proximity to Main Beach Park
and the Central Business District and its natural, physical
beauty and special pedestrian amenities mandate sensitive
planning efforts. The characteristic landforms, ocean views,
historic structures and low-scale development give the area
its identity as a unique stretch of Southern California
coastline.

This area presents a unique opportunity to create a land use
pattern that combines and balances sensitive environmental
features, public amenities, and new development. The
physical and historical prominence of the area requires
careful attention to site planning details and implementation
of community goals and policies. In addition to the goals
and policies, and design guidelines set forth in this
document, the Central Bluffs area is also specifically
addressed in the General Plan particularly in regard to urban
design, view preservation, coastal land features, natural
hazards, pedestrian access/orientation, visitor-serving uses,
historic preservation and shoreline protection.

Topic 11 Policies -

1. Enhance existing view corridors and ensure that new
development incorporates new viewshed
opportunities.

2. Prevent bluff erosion by ensuring that new
development balances design considerations with
aesthetics and environmental constraints.

3. Require that expansions or new development
incorporate building design features that are low
profile, low-intensity, sensitive to topographic
features and articulated along Coast Highway to
provide interest and relief to the streetscape.
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4. Promote the unique character and viability of the
Central Bluffs by encouraging redevelopment that
provides a diversity of retailing, socializing,
entertainment and special event activities.
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Topic 10: Civic Art District

Goal: Ensure that planning for the downtown addresses-the-speeial-problems-enhances
the distinct qualities of the Civic Art District.

Issue Statements and Discussion:

Building on the City's identity as an arts community, the Civic Art District is beie
ereated-as-a cultural center for the City. The Civic Art District should be celebrated and
enhanced. Establishment of this District provides a unique opportunity for planning the
main entrance to the City and for integrating the multiple arts uses into a coherent vision.

The Civic Art District covers the northernmost area of the Downtown Specific Plan. This

area. covering approximately 45 acres. extends from the northerly side of Third Street out
to the Boys and Girls Club on Laguna Canvon Road. and includes the Festival of Arts

grounds.

Properties within the District are both publicly and privately owned. In addition to the
City Hall complex. these properties include the Village Entrance site. the Festival of the
Arts and Irvine Bowl, the Laguna Playhouse, and the Art-A-Fair and Sawdust Festival
grounds. There are six additional properties that support a variety of uses including an
artist live/work development, a mixed-use commercial center, artist studios and a graphic

The Village Entrance site, located at the junction of Laguna Canvon Road. Broadway,
and Forest A-venue, forms the cornerstone to the Civic Art District. The Village Entrance
site is perhaps the most visible property in the district, butz in its present condition. the
site presents an et : ortunity and €4 : limits pedestrian movement

to the north end of town. Whieplannineefforts have alreadyfocused-ontheNilase

- i

-y o) 0 A
O O v

gses-The Village Entrance site presents a unique opportunity to incorporate taHernew
buildings tucked into the hillside. as well as a parking strueturedeck to serve the
Bdowntown. eere s-parkinetssues—This site has the potential to serve as a pedestrian link
between the Civic Art District. the Bdowntown core, and much needed consolidated
parking for the Laguna Beach area.

The Civic Art District is distinctive from other areas of the downtown. Physically, the
area is marked bv the steep hillside slopes of Laguna Canvon and Laguna Canyon Road




which is a wide. busy State highway that generates high noise levels and inhibits
pedestrian movement between the art festival sites, the Village Entrance site and the main
downtown activity center. Additional constraints to development include the flood
control channel. the frontage road and an overall lack of plannineforsidewalks and
parking. Existing development is less intense than in other areas of the downtown.
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The Civic Art District witl-enablethis-areato-fulfil-its-potentialaetsasis the cultural
center of Laguna Beach. The Village Entrance site, at the heart of the District. wiHshould
also continue to serve as the central parking and drop-off point for the District's cultural
facilities and businesses. From this point, pedestrian walkways witthave potential to
reach throughout the District and link with the City's downtown allowing residents and
visitors to stroll to various points of interest. The-pedestrian-walcwayvs-will-be-beautifuty
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The existing flood channel smaycould possibly be covered and chain-link fences removed
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to make way for these pedestrian facilities.

pathwaysforpublicentoymentPublic art should be included anywhere that is possible
and should be influenced and inspired by the culture of the Civic Art District and Laguna
Beach. These public areas and walkways wiHtshould be enhanced during-the-nichthours
with an-aesthetically-pleasine-lightseapeing. Driver and pedestrian safety wiHishould be
enhanced and access improved with an addition of a traffic signal and a pedestrian
crosswalk at the entrance to Laguna Canyon Frontage Road.

The Village Entrance site should allow convenient parking for visitors to the Civic Art
District and the downtown. The design of the Village Entrance will invite and entice
those traveling on Laguna Canyon Road to stop and enjoy the cultural and recreational
offerings in the District as well as in the downtown area. A parking struetiredeck with
appropriate access wihas potential to provide convenient ingress and egress to Laguna
Canvon Road and Forest Avenue, and will assist in relieving traffic congestion in the
downtown area. A pedestrian bridge linking the north and south sides of Laguna Canyon
Road would allow safe and convenient access to all attractions within the District.




Topic 10 Policies -
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1. Encourage the extension of pedestrian activity further north along Forest Avenue,
Ocean Avenue and Broadway connecting »dth-the Village Entrance site and Civic
Art District, and providing an important link between festival areas and the
central downtown.

2. Encourage the use of public art in the right of way that reflects the arts culture of
the Civic Art District, and incorporates the valuable resource of local artists.

3. Develop a master plan for the Village Entrance site, which includes pedestrian
circulation. parking. lighting and landscaping. Limit any permanent development
on the site until such a plan is adopted. especially with regard to possible conflicts
with pedestrian or landscaped linkages.

4. PermitEstablish building height limits #nat the Civie-ArtDistrietVillage Entrance
site that relate to the scale of the surrounding topography and that encourage
cultural and arts-related uses. Additional building height should not detract from
the diversity of building styles. maintenance of the pedestrian atmosphere. or the
village atmosphere that characterize the eCentral bBusiness dDistrict.




Topic 11: Central Bluffs

Goal: Ensure that planning for the downtown addresses the special problems of the
Central Bluffs.

Issue Statements and Discussion:

The Central Bluffs unique proximity to Main Beach Park and the Central Business
District and its natural. physical beauty and special pedestrian amenities mandate

sensitive planning efforts. The characteristic landforms, ocean views. historic structures
and low-scale development give the area its identity as a unique stretch of Southern
California coastline.

This area presents a unique opportunity to create a land use pattern that combines and
balances sensitive environmental features, public amenities, and new development. The
phvsical and historical prominence of the area requires careful attention to site planning
details and implementation of community goals and policies. In addition to the goals and
policies. and design guidelines set forth in this document, the Central Bluffs area is also
specifically addressed in the General Plan particularly in regard to urban design. view
preservation. coastal land features. natural hazards, pedestrian access/orientation, visitor-

serving uses, historic preservation and shoreline protection.

1. Enhance existing view corridors and ensure that new development incorporates

new viewshed opportunities.

2. Prevent bluff erosion by ensuring that new development balances design
considerations with aesthetics and environmental constraints.




3. Require that expansions or new development incorporate building design features
that are low profile, low-intensity. sensitive to topographic features and
articulated along Coast Highway to provide interest and relief to the streetscape.

4. Promote the unique character and viability of the Central Bluffs by encouraging
redevelopment that provides a diversity of retailing. socializing. entertainment

and special event activities.




